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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ECON, OTRA, TU, IR, SY 

SUB J : VISIT OF EXIMBANK OFFICIALS 

1 . EXIMBANK PLANNING TO SEND TEAM CONSISTING OF TOM MORAN, 

DEPUTY VICE PRESIDENT AND CHARLES HAMMOND, ECONOMIST, AFRICA 
AND MIDDLE EAST DIVISION TO TURKEY, SYRIA, AND IRAN FROM MARCH 
5 THROUGH MARCH 22. PROPOSED ITINERARY TO FOLLOW. APPRECIATE 
COMMENTS AS TO TIMING OF TRIP. 

2. FOR SYRIA. EXIMBANK HAS NOT BEEN ACTIVE IN SYRIA FOR SOME 
TIME BECAUSE OF OUTSTANDING BOUSTANY CLAIM AND DIFFICULT ECON- 
OMIC CONDITIONS. EXIM TEAM WOULD WISH TO HAVE ASSESSMENT AND 
OUTLOOK OF ECONOMY. WHEN ITINERARY FIRM, 

WOULD EMBASSY ARRANGE APPOINTMENTS WITH APPROPRIATE GOVERNMENT 
AND BANKING OFFICIALS. 
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3. FOR TURKEY. EXIMBANK TEAM WISHES TO HAVE FULL REVIEW OF 
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TURKISH ECONOMY IN VIEW OF WORSENING BALANCE OF PAYMENTS AND 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE RESERVES. EXIMBANK RECEIVING INCREASED REQUESTS 
FOR FINANCING AND DIFFICULT TO JUSTIFY GREATER EXPOSURE IN VIEW 
OF CURRENT ECONOMIC CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK. APPRECIATE ASSISTANCE 
OF EMBASSY AND AMCONSUL ARRANGING MEETINGS WITH APPROPRIATE 
GOVERNMENT AND BNAKING OFFICIALS. SOME SUGGESTED APPOINTMENTS 
WOULD BE WITH YAPI VE KREDI, TURKISH FOREIGN TRADE BANK, 

MINISTRY OF FINANCE. AKBANK, IS BANKASI, SABANCI GROUP 
(COSKUNOGLU OF LASSI), KOC HOLDING (NAHUM), STATE HYDRAULICS 
WORKS, HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT/MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS, TEK, AND 
OTHERS AS APPROPRIATE. 

4. FOR IRAN. EXIM RECEIVING REQUESTS FOR FINANCING IN IRAN 
AFTER TWO YEAR PERIOD OF LITTLE ACITITY. EXIM TEAM WOULD LIKE 
TO EXPLORE WITH APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS THE PROJECTS FOR WHICH 
IRAN LIKELY TO BE SEEKING EXIM FINANCING. TEAM ALSO INTERESTED 
IN REVIEWING ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN IRAN WITH APPROPRIATE 
GOVERNMENT AND BANKING OFFICIALS. SOME SUGGESTED APPOINT 
MENTS WOULD BE WITH THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND FINANCE (ASHRAFI), 
CENTRAL BANK (MEHIAN), BANK MELLI, INDUSTRIAL CREDIT BANK, 

IMDBI, NIGS (GAS PIPELINE PROJECT, IGAT-2), POLYACRYL IRAN 
CORP. (LADJEVARDI) IN CONNECTION WITH NEW POLYESTER 
PLANT, AND NATIONAL PETROLEUM CO. (FIROOZ SAHAMI). INGERSOLL 
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